The Servarayan hill range (11 C. The average annual rainfall is around 1750mm. The soil is deep and non-calcareous. The topmost hill area is characterised by clay loamy soil whereas the bottom of the valley is distinguished by alluvial and clay loam soil. The forest types range from evergreen to moist deciduous (Champion & Seth, 1968) . On the western side of the hills, contrast sholas still exist, though a great portion of the plateau is cleared.
Ethnic studies conducted by several ethno-botanists have been published earlier (Jain, 1991; Maheswari, 2003) . The tribals belonging to the minor communities are socially, economically and among the least advanced. But they harbour a lot of knowledge on medicinal plants. The vanishing forest has had a cascading effect on the tribal population that dwindles rapidly and along with this the knowledge they hold.
Malayali (lit. malai = hill, alu = person) is one of the 36 scheduled tribes of Tamil Nadu and the population of Malayali tribe forms around 54% of the total scheduled tribe population of Tamil Nadu. The Malayali tribe is spread along the contiguous hill ranges of Javadhu, Kolli, Yercad, Pacha malai and so on. In fact there are several contiguous habitations in these hill ranges, which are predominantly inhabited by the Malayali. They basically depend on agricultural and forest resources for their survival (Jayasree, 2002) .
The information gathered is based on a plant exploration work conducted at the Servarayan hills. Mr. Jayaraman, a Malayali tribal and folk practitioner showed and explained the medicinal uses of the plants. Each plant was botanically identified at the spot itself and representative samples were collected as voucher specimens. They were compared with the specimens housed at Calicut University Herbarium (CALI), Calicut. The voucher specimens have been deposited in the Herbarium of CMPR, Kottakkal.
Enumeration
In the following enumeration 30 plant species, which are commonly used by the Malayali tribes are dealt with. The species are presented alphabetically according to their botanical names, followed by the family names, local names, voucher specimen number and details of uses. 
Abrus precatorius

DISCUSSION
There is an urgent need to inventorise and record all the ethnobotanical information among the diverse ethnic communities before such knowledge is completely lost or manipulate, as the tribals hardly understand the intricacies of the so called intellectual property rights and their implications (Rao, 1996) .
Traditional information collected can be strategically used for providing health care to the masses. The extensive knowledge existing among the tribals can be tapped for bioprospecting, scientific scrutiny validation and utilisation for posterity. Immediate proper documentation is the only way to save their vast knowledge from being lost for ever.
